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monotony of a soldier's life, dc Bougainville had thereupon (in
1766) prevailed upon the Government in Paris to send him to
the Pacific to sec what he could do to solve the many problems
which still mystified the geographers.

He passed safely through the Strait of Magellan, explored the
Tuamotu group, paid a. pleasant visit to Tahiti, and passed
through the Samoan Islands, whose name he changed for
reasons unknown to Navigators' Islands. From there he made
for the New Hebrides and the Solomon Islands, parts of which
are still called after him.

He had an uneventful voyage of over two years. Thereafter
he returned safely to France and gave us not only a new flower,
the lovely Bougainvillea, but also the first travel-book of the
Pacific, which was written with so much good humour that it
could be read for entertainment as well as instruction.

When he turned author dc Bougainville was still in his early
forties, and he had no intention of spending the rest of his days
entertaining the Court of Versailles with elegant little tales-
about his adventures with the Tahitian belles. For two whole
years he stuck to his writing-table and then, in sheer despair, he
asked to be sent on a visit to the North Pole. But the Govern-
ment of France, already fighting to stave off bankruptcy, was
in no position to finance such an expedition, and M. dc
Bougainville was forced to remain at home. He somehow
survived the Revolution and the Terror ajad managed to bring
himself to the attention of the Emperor Napoleon, who made
him a senator and a count of the Empire. In 1811 this old
Frenchman, who had fought with Montcalm on the Plains of
Abraham and had been the first to give us some idea of life
among the Tahitians, died peacefully in his own bed. He had
reached the venerable age of eighty-two.

The next time you sec a house buried in Bougainvilleas give
the old gentleman a thought. He will like it, and will bestow
upon you his most polite bow, done with all the grace of the
old regime.